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Abstract

At present bibliometric study is an interacting research topic in the field of library and
information science. Library and information science professionals are doing bibliometric
study in various fields for the collection development of different subject in their
libraries. This paper examines that the Bibliometric Analysis of the Information
Research: an International Electronic Journal (IRIEJ). Which is included the study of
form of documents, authorship pattern, ranking of authors, year wise distribution of
references and articles, ranking of cited journals, cited publishers and research
contributors of IRIEJ.
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1. Introduction:

The presents study is interact to the bibliometric study of the Information Research: an
International Electronic Journal (A Quarterly Journal) which is an Open Access Journals
(OAJ) of library and information science and It is published by Professor T. D. Wilson,
Professor Emeritus of the University of Sheffield, with in kind support from Lund
University Libraries, Lund, Sweden and from the Swedish school of library and
information science. The biblometric study of Information Research: an International
Electronic Journal has been already done by the Dr. Jagtar Singh and HPS Kalra (200)™,
Their study was comparative analysis of the basic bibliometric data of two international
electronic journals in LIS namely the “Electronic Journal of Information Systems in
Developing Countries (EJISDC)” and “Information Research: An International Electronic
Journal (IRIEJ). Their study was limited to 2000-2004.The present study is some
different to their study that included only five volumes of IRIEJ from 2007-2011.

2. Related studies:

Tsay, Ming-yueh (2011) this study explored and compared the bibliometric
characteristics and the subject relationship with other disciplines of and among the three
leading information science journals JASIST, IPM and JOD. Sin, Sei-Ching Joanna
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(2011)* this study analyzed 7,489 papers published in six leading publications (ARIST,
IP&M, JAMIA, JASIST, MISQ, and Scientometrics) over the last three decades.
Hussain, Akhtar, Fatima, Nishat, Kumar, Devendra (2011)" The paper analyzed a
bibliometric study of 578 articles were published during the period January 1, 2000 to
December 31, 2010 in the Electronic Library journal. Mittal, Rekha; Sharma, Arti; Singh,
Gian (2006)™ the study analyzed 536 papers published on the library and information
science education during the period of 1995 to 2004.

3. Objective of the Study:
The following are the objectives for the present study;
3.1. To know the various forms of information sources, used by contributors in article.
3.2. To know the authorship pattern in the references of articles.
3.3. To know the ranking of cited authors.
3.4. To study year-wise distribution of references.
3.5. To study year-wise distribution of articles and papers.
3.6. To know the ranking of cited journals.
3.7. To know the ranking of cited publishers.
3.8. To know the ranking of research contributors for IRIEJ.
3.9. To study subject-wise distribution of the papers.

4. Sample and Methodology of the Present Study:

The literature cited in the Information Research: An International Electronic Journal is
the basic source of information to access the information used for the study. Accordingly
the references cited in the end of research papers of Information Research: An
International Electronic Journal has been taken as the source data for this study. The total
numbers of references are 2684 in the total 163 articles or research papers that published
in last five volumes from 2007 to 2011. The raw data have been entered in MS- Excel
sheet and further indexed for analysis. The analyzed data are interpreted with the help of
text, tables and graphs.

5. Analysis and Discussion:
Table -1 Type of Cited Documents

S. No. | Type of Documents No. of Citations | Percentage | Rank
1 Journals 2166 80.70% |
2 Conference Proceeding 102 3.80% I
3 Books 76 2.83% | Il
4 Thesis 28 1.04% | IV
5 Website 24 089% | V
6 Hand Book 15 0.65% | VI
7 Year Book 10 037% | VII
8 Annual Meeting 2 0.04% | VIII
9 Encyclopedia 2 0.04% | VI
10 | Others 259 9.64% | IX

Total 2684 100%
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Ranking of type of documents

= No. of Citation

Graph-1

The above table explicates that in the ranking of document types cited by the contributors
in Information Research: an International Electronic Journal. The journals is on the top
most with 2166 (80.7%) citations followed by conference proceedings 102 (3.8%), books
76 (2.83%), thesis 28 (1.04%), websites 24 (0.89%), handbook 15 (0.65%) year book 10
(0.37%), Annual reports 2 (0.04%), encyclopedia 2 (0.04%) and others documents 259

(9.64%).
Table-2 Authorship Pattern
S.No. | No. of Authors No. of Citations | Percentage | Rank
1 Single 1467 54.66 I
2 Two 734 2734 1
3 Three 305 1136 | 1l
4 More Than Three 178 6.64| IV
Total 2684 100%

Authorship pattern

= No.of Citations

= Percentage

Single

Two Three

More Than Three

Graph-2

This table gives the brake up of all citation as per their author. It found that and double
authorship pattern on the second rank with 734 (27.34%), triple authorship pattern on
third rank with 305 (11.36%) while more than three authors are cited only 178 (6.64%)
time by the contributors to complete their research papers and articles.
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Table-3 Raking of Authors

S.No. | No. of Authors No. of Citations Rank
1 Hjerland, B. 31 |
2 Wilson, T.D. 21 |
3 Brown, J.S. 18 1l
4 Erdelez, S. 15 v
5 Belkin, N.J. 14 \V
6 Spink, A., 13 VI
7 Dervin, B. 12 VIl
8 Kuhlthau, C.C. 12 VI
9 Wikipedia 12 \1i
10 Chatman, E.A. 11 VI
11 Toms, E.G. 10 IX
12 Wenger, E. 10 IX
13 Bates, J.M. 9 X
14 NSB of China 9 X
15 Fisher, K.E. 8 Xl

Ranking of authors

= No. of Citations

Graph-3
The table-3 explain the ranking of authors it found that in Information Research: an
International Electronic Journal the Mr. B. Hjgrland has been sited 31 times which is
highest in the table and also found that T.D. Wilson also cited 21 times and other
prominent authors were also cited in modest number.

4/1JODLS



gnternatgonal Journal of
International Journal of Digital Library Services DIGITAL LIBRARY SERVICES

Vol. 2. Jan-March, 2012, 1ssue-1 www.ijodis.in  (ISSN:2250-1142)

Table-4 Year-Wise Distribution of References

Year No. of

S. No. (In Ten Year) Citations | Percentage
1 1930 and Before 8 0.29
2 1931-1940 2 0.07
3 1941-1950 10 0.4
4 1951-1960 18 0.67
5 1961-1970 46 1.71
6 1971-1980 95 3.563
7 1981-1990 174 6.49
8 1991-2000 833 31.03
9 2001-2010 1471 54.84
10 2010-2011 27 0.97

Total 2684 100%

Year- wise distribution of references

Graph-4

The analysis of year-wise distribution of citations were taken in consideration it found the
citations of 2001-2010 at the first rank which were citied 1471 (54.84%) times, followed
by before 1930 with 8 (0.29%) citations, 1931-1940 with 2 (0.07%) citations, 1941-1950
with 10 (0.4%) citations, 1951-1960 with 18 (0.67%) citations, 1961-1970 with 46
(1.71%) citations, 1971-1980 with 95 (3.53%) citations, 1981-1990 with 174 (6.49%)
citations, 1991-2000 with 833 (31.03%) citations and 2010-2011 with 27 (0.97%)
citations.
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Table-5 Year-wise distribution of Articles
No. of Articles
Issue-wise

Year | Vol.No. | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | No.ofArticles | Percentage
2007 12 14112 6 9 41 25.15%
2008 13 T 7 7] 7 28 17.18%
2009 14 8 9| 7]10 34 20.86%
2010 15 5[ 5| 513 28 17.18%
2011 16 5[ 8 9]10 32 19.63%
Total 5 39413449 163 100%
Graph-5

During the period October 4, 2007 to December 4, 2011 the total 163 articles have
published in the Information Research: An International Electronic Journal. The table-5
proves that the numbers differs from year by year and there is also increase and decrease
the number of articles from the 2007 to 2011. The maximum numbers of articles are 41 in
the 2007 which is 25.15% of the total publications, followed by in 2008 total 28
(17.18%), in 2009 total 34 (20.86%), in 2010 total 28 (17.18%) and in 2011 total 32

(19.63%).
Table-6 Ranking of Journals

S. No. Name of Publisher No. of Citations | Percentage | Rank
1 Journal of the American Society for 120 31.33% |

Information Science & Technology
2 Journal of Documentation 55 14.37% I
3 Organization Science 35 9.13% Il
4 Information Processing & Management 30 7.84% v
5 Knowledge and Process Management 29 7.58% \Y/
6 Library & Information Science Research 28 731% | VI
7 Scientometric 25 6.52% | VII
8 Information Science and Technology 23 6% | VIII
9 Information Research 20 5.23% IX
10 Annals of the American Academy of 18 4.69% X

Political and Social Science

Total 383 100%
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Graph-6

Table-6 demonstrates the list of journal most cited in the field is given in table and show
the list of significant journal which are regularly cited in the end of research articles and
papers published in the Information Research: An International Electronic Journal. A
statement of the 10 best frequently cited journals are shown individually. The study
covered only the journals preferred by the researcher. Journal of the American Society for
Information Science & Technology has highest ranked the with 120 (31.33%) citations
and Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science has ranked the
lowest ranked with 18 (4.69%) citations.

Table-7 Ranking of Publishers

S. No. Name of Publisher No.of | Percentage | Rank
Citations
1 ACM Press 62 31.31% | |
2 | Sage Publication 32 16.17% | I
3 Academic Press. 25 12.63% | I
4 Oxford University Press. 20 10.10% | IV
5 MacMillan Technical Publishing 17 859% | V
6 | MIT Press 11 555% | VI
7 | Prentice-Hall 10 5.05% | VI
8 | Springer-Verlag 10 5.05% | VII
9 | The Free Press 6 3.03% | VI
10 | Cambridge University Press. 5 252% | IX
Total 198 100%
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Graph-7

The above table shows the ranking of publishers cited in the Information Research: An
International Electronic Journal. The best 10 publishers are ranked in this table. In which
the highest number of citations 62 (31.31%) for ACM press and lowest number of
citations 5 (2.25%) for Cambridge University Press.

Table-8 Analysis of Article Contributors:

No. of
S. No. | Contributor’s Name | Articles | Percentage | Rank
1 Wilson, Thomas D. 26 321 I
2 Anderson, Theresa D. 9 11.11 I
3 Maceviciute, Elena 6 741 I
4 Miwa, Makiko 6 74 I
5 Fisher, K.E. 5 62| IV
6 Huvila, Isto 5 62| IV
7 Palsdottir, A 4 493 | V
8 Allen, David K. 3 3.7| VI
9 Bar-Ilan, J. 3 3.7| VI
10 Burnett, Gary 3 37| VI
11 Bystrom, Katriina 3 37| VI
12 Correia, Zita 3 3.7 VI
13 Erdelez, Sanda 3 37| VI
14 Chen, Ja-Shen. 2 246 | VI
Total 81 100%
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Analysis of articel contributors

= No. of Articles

Graph-8

The table-8 illustrates that the analysis of contributors of Information Research: An
International Electronic Journal. A Statement of the 14 best frequently article contributors
are shown individually. In which Mr. D. Wilson Thomas at the first position with 26
(32.1%) articles contributed in the last five year (2007-2011) and Mr. Chen, Ja-Shen at
the lowest position among the top ten contributors with 2 (2.46%) articles.

Table-9 Analysis of Topics

S. No. Topics No. of Articles | Percentage | Rank
1 Information seeking behavior 147 35.15 |
2 World Wide Web 38 9.1 1
3 Health information 27 6.45 | I
4 Information needs 23 55| IV
5 Information skills 23 55| IV
6 Information systems 23 55| IV
7 Information use 23 55| IV
8 Information science 20 48| V
9 Education 19 454 | VI
10 Information management 16 3.82| VI
11 Bibliometric 15 3.6 | VI
12 Information retrieval 15 36| IX
13 Information searching 15 36| IX
14 Digital libraries 14 334| X
Total 418 100%
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Analysis of subject of main strem

= No.of articles = Pecentage

The table-9 describes that which topic of library and information science is mostly
preferred by the contributors for their research work to Information Research: an
International Electronic journal. The 14 best topics of LIS are taken individually. The
study found that the 147 (35.15%) research articles or papers are published on the
information seeking behavior which is highest and the 14 (3.34%) articles or paper are
published on the digital library which is lowest .

6. Findings:

Based on the analysis and discussions made the findings are followings;

6.1. The study clearly explains that the contributors of IRIEJ mostly referred the LIS
journals to improve their concept for qualitative research. (Table-1).

6.2. The mostly contributors of IRIEJ prefers the single authorship pattern to taking
conceptual view for their research work. (Table-2).

6.3. It is comprehensible that Mr. B. Hjerland is mostly cited by the contributors of
IRIEJ. (Table-3).

6.4. It is obvious that all most contributors of IRIEJ referred the current sources to
complete their research works. (Table-4).

6.5. It is explicable that the maximum numbers of articles have published in volume
number 12 of IRIEJ during 2007. (Table-5).

6.6. It is clear that the mostly preferred journal by the contributors is Journal of the
American Society for Information Science & Technology. (Table-6).

6.7. Itis simple that mostly users prefer the reading material published from ACM press
by contributors IRIEJ for their research works. (Table-7).

6.8. Itis clear that the Mr. D. Wilson has contributed highest number of articles to IRIEJ
who is also editor-in-chief of IRIEJ. (Table-8).

6.9. The study found that the research articles or papers are mostly published by IRIEJ
on the information seeking behavior. (Table-9).

10[1JODLS



e [ )
Imwit@m@tf onal Journal of
DIGITAL LABRARY SERVICES

International Journal of Digital Library Services

Vol. 2. Jan-March, 2012, Issue-1 www.ijodis.in  (ISSN:2250-1142)

6. Conclusions:

In the end of this study, we can say that the contributors of Information Research: an
International Electronic Journal refer the recent research articles and papers that
published in the journals of library and information science to complete their own
research works. The study also identified that some contributor of IRIEJ don’t provide
the bibliographical information. So, contributors must be followed all the guideline
provide by IRIEJ at the time of submission a research article or paper.
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